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Ti havea lemon ke. oi 
five me a dime’s worth of 


asa afoetida.” 
l. E me a bar of-pine-tar 


Rot have a 
c aS marshmallow 
sunda 

‘d like 15 cents worth of rose 
pe al perfume.” 

“Give me a 10-cent cut of 
Horseshoe tobacco.” 

“Give mea chocolate soda.” 
These requests, formerly 
heard time and again in a drug 
store. re not heard in drug) 


` See Photo On care 1 


s tores anymore. as ai 
y untains have: disappeared. all 
s are pre- -packaged and few 
k items are available. Not 
ny under 25 years of age or 
Id know anything at all 
e second item lis 
‘The neighborhood drug pi 
has followed the decline a 
grocery. Although never 
great a number as the § fy 
store, the neighborhood drug 
store was the neighborhood 
meeting place. in the afternoon 
for mother and their under-5 
years youngsters, and dads in 
the evening. 


“In the early years, doctors 
were their own pharmacists. 


leaving medicine as they made 
their rounds and at the office 
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Among some of thei 


| better-known hang-outs. 5Ẹ 


years ago for the younger set,J 


| the teen-agers. were West's ifi. 


Grocery stores handled herbs.; | 12 Points. Baur's at 677 Wabash 


' ropts and berries from which 
home-made remedies were 


. coheocted. Poultices were 


commonly used for muscle 
pains, and were made from 
| flaxseed, mustard seed and 
: other odiferous and usually 
unbearably hot plasters applied 
, to the aching spot. Many of the 
basic products used in pioneer 
' years -are still available at 


ı today's’ drug stores, but in 


pre-packaged quantities The 


home remedy is almost a} 


historical item.. rapidly 
becoming an “endangered 
species.” 
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Ave. Dawson's. 13th and] | 


Poplar Sts.; Donnelley's. 7th 
and Hulman Sts.: Idleman's 
(later Russell Bros.). 7th and 
į Seabury Ave. Duncan's (later 


| Larrison’s), 15th and: Locust 


‘Sts. # 

Also Jalbert's. 1714 Wabash 
Ave.: Neukoms. 1241 Wabash 
Ave.: George Skene's. 13th and 
Locust Sts.. McGraw's. 306 
Osborne and later at 2122 
‘Wabash Ave Sim“ 
Waggoner’s Drug Store. 804 S | 
7th St., was an evening ‘‘Town 
'Hall’* for politicians and 
‘businessmen from a large area 

At that times the oldest drug | 
store was just that. an| 
apothecary. at 1 Harding Aye.. 
owned and operated by George, 
Reiss. There was no fountain. a 
small display of candy. some in 
'ground-glass topped glass jars. 
a. display: and book case of 
tobacco. largely inexpensive 
cigars. cigarettes. plug and) 
package chewing tobacco. and! 


` snuff. The latter two items were 
: bigger sellers than cigarettes. 


The pharmacy was complete 
with powders, liquids and 
neutral petroleum jelly. stored į 
in jars and bottles. many of 
them of clear glass 


Prescriptions were 
“composed” by the physician, 
‘often as many es eight or ten 
ingredients. The pharmacist 
\ then had to put the ingredients 


itogether. with the customer 


getting an ointment, capsule. 
‘tablet or pill. or liquid, as the 
doctor ordered 

Reiss drug store moved to 214 


iort216 Wabash Ave. when the 


Standard Qil Co. purchased the 


icorner for a service station 


Later.-the.city acquired the rest 
of the'block for City Hall. but 


. the service station remained, in 


its last years as a used car lot, 
until’ the Department of 


Redevelopment purchased all 


the property in the area 

One of the oldest drug stores 
in the city today under the 
same ‘family ownership as 50 
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ago. is the Neukem building. 100 N 7th St The 
acy at 688 Lafayette Ave. | second drug chain in the city 


s. Lucy Neukom owned the | was the Owl Drug Co...with 
Wed store at ae time, as well | stores at 1240 Lafayette Ave . 
1468 Liberty Ave. 4 307 Ohio St.. 833 and 1107 

The 
was located. at 1629 Poplar t.is | Co had one store. located at 768 
now Cahill’s grocery ley | Wabash Ave 
Bohannon owned and operated 
a drug store at 2030 Lil A | 
lee sop yor. lo: 
[return dt 
India ana | Yol 

ticed nd t 
y years Remain Beeson 
the | drug store at 3730 
Wabash Ave: now a retai 
te Drino 

Gillis drug c d 

clot at 661. 700. 4 32 
Wabash Ave.. and 1008 7th St x drug stores served only soft 
The chain later acquired the | drinks. ice cream and related 
store in the Rose Dispensary | items Later. in many of them. 


- ¡company stoes. there were 56 
{drug stores in Terre Haute. 
_|three in West Terre Haute 
| Independent drug stores in the 
city now number 10. one in West 
| Terre Haute. one at North Terre 


eye having a total of 10 stores 
‘Chain firms are Hooks. Osco. 
and Haag 

Imtially. soda, fountains in 


ill & Sons drug Store | Wabash Ave The Hook Drug 


Other than the chain drug. 


Haute. with the chain drug 


the Tuncheon business was 


profitable. as lunch hour periods 
were short and/service was fast. 
Patent» medicines. tobacco 
items: 
pharmaceutical items were the 
basic inventory “Aspirin. iodine. 
castor oil. rubbing alcohol. 
syrup of pepsin. bay rum 
armea. mustard plaster. liver 
pilis. and paragoric were basic 
remedies for family ailments 
Asafoetida. mentioned at the 
beginning of the article. was a 
vile-smelling lump or powder 
which many believed would 
ward off germs _ it warned off 
everything else too Candy bars 
and chewing gum were a nickel 
Soda fountains were cooled 
with “ice man’s ice” untilin the 
1920s when electric 


-cosmetics and) 


sophisticated Local dairy firms 
often supplied or made 
available at low cost. thevsoda 
fountain. providing the druggist 
agreed to use. that firms 
product 

Pre-packed ice cream. then 


known as brick ice cream~ 


became a major soda fountain 


item in the 1920s. largely due to 
Some people: 


Its lower. cost 
believed the lower cost ` ‘quart 
did not contain as much tice 
cream asthe bulk quart . 
Many stores had, magazines. 
but there were no phonograph 
records. nor hosiery nor 
hardware. no plastic items at 
all Most stores stocked camera 
film but there were only four or 
five sizes and black-and-white 
only Cigarette firms would put 


refrigeration became more! in display windows, featuring 


> 


their product and leaving some | 
space for the store to display ' 
There were no eulogies for,the. 
passing of the soda fountain. nor , 
the old fashioned drug store It 
was a cornerstone of a 
neighborhood. along with the 
family grocery store Ít was a 
sounding-off place. a gossip 
center. a place for medication — 
for lesser. ailments. such as | 
stomach ache. sore back. badly 
skinned knee. a mashed finger. 
a bump on the head It was a 
place to seek advice about 
anything and everything 
always available from the 
pharmacist or a customer And 
it was a place to get a 
chocolate-marshmallow 
sundae. a cherry coke. banana 
split_ a cherry. soda. and lots of 
company and advice The 


comer or neighborhood drug 
store was a place of enjoyment 
a place of leisure ape a place of 


welcome -~ 


There ‘Is 10 epitaph Just the. i 


ending’ ~ 
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